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Note on Codeine Sulphate. 

Mr. Joseph W. England makes mention of the fact that this remedy is 
an extremely prompt sedative in affections of the respiratory tract, possessing 
an advantage over morphine in that it does not check the secretions, nor does 
it lead to a habit, nor has it disagreeable after-effects. It will indeed allevi¬ 
ate pain. The dose varies from one-eighth to one-half, and exceptionally, 
one grain, given in pill or in solution, frequently in syrup of wild cherry. The 
officinal alkaloid is rarely used, the sulphate being more frequently prescribed. 
If administered in water an insoluble residue is sometimes found, which, on 
examination, was proved to be the ulkaloid codeine found in codeine sulphate 
from the excessive heat employed in concentration of the solution for crys¬ 
tallization .—American Journal of Pharmacy , 1892, No. 3, p. 120. 

The Treatment of Basedow’s Disease. 

Dr. F. Deleage, for the paroxysms of oppression and palpitation applies 
ice to the precordial region, and administers digitalis, two and a half grains 
of the dried leaves, every half-hour for two or three hours. If relief is not 
obtained before the expiration of three hours, a phlebotomy is indicated. 
Mentioning the treatment as proposed by Cheadle—tincture of iodine inter¬ 
nally, the three bromides, digitalis, belladonna; by SGe—veratrum viride, 
hydrotherapy, electricity; by Dieulafoy—ipecac, digitalis, and opium, he states 
that the last method seems to yield very satisfactory results. One-half grain 
of powdered ipecac, one-third of a grain of powdered leaves of digitalis, and 
one-sixth of a grain of extract of opium for each pill, of which the daily dosage 
is four to six. The improvement is usually rapid, the only inconvenience 
being a diarrhoea .—Revue de Thcrapeutique Generate el Thermale, 1892, No. 7, 
p. 97. 
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PlIENOCOLL HYDROCHLORIDE. 

Dr. Paul Cohniieim reports a very carefully conducted series of observa¬ 
tions. As an antipyretic, a considerable effect was obtained from four grains» 
tlie largest single dose was fifteen, the largest daily dose, seventy grains. In 
hectic, a seven-grain dose reduced the fever from two to four degrees; lienee 
he concludes that it is equal to the more important antipyretics. In his 
cases it appeared to have no unfavorable action, nor to give rise to exanthe¬ 
mata. As an analgesic it failed in hysteria, in which other anti-neuralgic 
remedies and narcotics had failed. As an anti-rheumatic it was successful in 
acute, but failed in chronic articular rheumatism. In asthma there was no 
result .—Therapenlitche Monateheftc, 1S02, i., S. 15. 


SOLANINE. 

Dr. Cll. Eloy calls attention to the recent paper of Desuos and to the 
fact that this is not at all a new remedy, but since its discovery by Desfosses 
in 1S20 it has been the subject of study by Majendie, Husemann, 
and others. Formula, C 4 .H ST NO n , crystalline, of bitter taste, insoluble 
in water, slightly soluble in alcohol; these characters are, indeed, well 
known. It is useful as a sedative of both the sensory and of the motor 
system. It has been used to combat the trembling in sclerosis cn pluquet, 
in tic douloureux, paralysis agitans, and post hemiplegic hemi-athetosis. 
It is supposed to he a moderator of the motor excitation of the bulbo-medul- 
lary centre, of the lateral column, and of the pyramidal tract. It has been 
unsuccessfully administered in whooping-cough. Of late it has been recom¬ 
mended in the pains of dyspepsia, in gastralgia, in the pains of alcoholic gas¬ 
tritis, in gastric ulcer, and to avoid, in certain susceptible classes, the dangers 
of the morphine habit. The dose is from one to six grains per day in wafers, 
pills, or mucilage. In spite of the enthusiasm of recent writers, it is not likely 
that this remedy will come into extended use, because the place which it 
would seem that it should occupy is already filled by reliable remedies.— 
Revue Gtnerule de Clinique et de Thtrojtcntiquc, 1S92, No. 14, p. 217. 


The Treatment of Epilepsy. 

Dr. Guy’ Hinsdale has shown from bis clinical observations that potas¬ 
sium bromate shares with the bromides the power of controlling epileptic 
seizures, but it is an irritant intestinal poison, lowering the pulse and depress¬ 
ing the heart to such a degree that in most instances it had to he abandoned. 
Magnesium bromide exerted an undoubted power in controlling the attacks, 
both as to frequency and severity; there was, however, apparently a greater 
liability to facial eruption than in the case of potassium or sodium bromide, 
and Fowler’s solution of arsenic was usually given in addition. Hydro- 
bromic acid was fairly successful; it is not likely to cause acne nor muscular 
depression, and, in some cases, it is usefully added to lessened doses of alka¬ 
line bromides. Certainly, in some instances, it does aid digestion or at least 
has no tendency to impair that function. The use of nitro-glycerin lias not 
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been sufficiently encouraging to insure its continuance. In some cases, when 
the improvement was most striking at first, tiie attacks soon returned, and 
the remedy had to be abandoned. Nitrite of potassium proved too depress¬ 
ing and produced marked cardiac irritability. Antifebrin succeeded in 
keeping the attacks, in one case in which the bromides had failed, down to 
such a number that life was useful, but usually only temporary improvement 
was noted, and in a few weeks it was necessary to return to the bromides. 
Sulphonal was used in several cases with more or less unsatisfactory results, 
and appears to answer admirably as a substitute when the bromides have to 
be discontinued on account of bromism or other disagreeable complica¬ 
tions. He has used sodium biborate, lithium biborate, tincture of cannabis 
indica, tincture of digitalis, ammoniated copper, and antipyrin, but none of 
these remedies maintained themselves. He has fallen back, then, upon the 
bromides of sodium, potassium, and lithium, employing most frequently the 
sodium salt, which is well borne for long periods, when arsenic is used occa¬ 
sionally to check cutaneous disturbances .—International Medical Magazine, 
March, 1S92. 

Acre a Racemosa in Dysmexorrhcea and Ovarian Irritation. 

Mr. James Brunton uses this remedy in twenty to thirty minim doses, 
thrice daily, for four days previous to the usual time of the appearance of 
the flow. It is supposed to have an anodyne action upon the dysmenorrhcea, 
whether of uterine or ovarian origin, and in certain cases of metrorrhagia it 
can replace ergot to advantage. In atnenorrhcea of early girlhood it is of 
benefit when combined with iron. As an anodyne it can replace the bromides 
and opiates. In menorrhagia and metrorrhagia it is beneficial as a regulat¬ 
ing agent, although at times it is disappointing.— The Practitioner, 1S92, No. 
28G. p. G20. 

The Treatment of Hepatic Colic my Glycerin. 

Dr. Ferrand has reported a number of observations which show the 
advantages of glycerin over oil in the treatment of hepatic colic. It is a 
cholagogue of itself, and can be more easily administered, and is better 
tolerated, even to daily doses of an ounce. Administered with the same quan¬ 
tity of chloroform water it is better borne, and, as well, more efficacious. In 
the intervals it should he given in smaller doses, one to three teaspoonsful in 
one-half glass of alkaline water, as, for example, in Vichy. He concludes 
that when administered by the stomach it is absorbed by the lympatics; it 
is a powerful cholagogue; a massive dose of one ounce will determine the 
crisis; a moderate dose of one to four teaspo onfuls in an alkaline water will 
prevent fresh attacks; without being a so lvcnt for calculus, it is a valuable 
remedy for cholelithiasis .—Lea Xouveaux Itemides, 1S92, No. 7, p. 147. 

The Therapeutic Action of Kola. 

Dr. F. Combemale presents an exhaustive study of this remedy, which 
contains 2.34S per cent, of caffeine (Heckel and Schlagd enhauffen). Dujardin- 
Beaumetz has used it with good results in cardiac asystolia; Huchard 
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believes it to be valuable in cardiac diseases when there is weakness of the 
myocardium ; it is certainly useful, in the diseases of the heart, as a diuretic. 
As Fonssagrives has pointed out, this is a true tonic, not only so far as con¬ 
cerns muscular effort, but as well, intellectual work. It may replace quinine 
in adynamic diseases and can be associated with alcohol in the treatment of 
infectious diseases. It is valuable in neurasthenia, and in convalescence 
from epidemic influenza. Firth believes it to be of the greatest value in 
treating alcoholism. Hamilton asserts that it is a remedy against certain 
symptoms of sea-sickness (depression, vomiting, vertigo). Chambord-HGnin 
has used it with brilliant success in a case of confinement, when it prevented 
syncope. In can be administered as a tincture or a fluid extract, with equal 
parts of tbe same preparation of coca. According to Huchard, thirty drops 
three or four times daily, but not at night, because of the insomnia which it 
causes.—■ Bulletin General de Therapeutique , 1892, Se. liv., p. 145. 

Acute Poisoning by Phenic Acid. 

Dr. Cocteaud reports two fatal cases. He considers the result to be due: 
1. To traumatic shock from severe pain arising from the burning of large 
visceral surfaces; this pain undoubtedly increased by the imminence of 
death. 2. To a condition of syncope and the phenomena of inhibition, which 
are due to respiratory paralysis (at least in part), gastric paralysis, and indeed 
in one case to bulbar paralysis. 3. To a diffusion of the poison into the blood, 
preventing the oxidization of the corpuscles, giving to the nervous centres a 
pathological blood. 4. To asphyxia, such as above-mentioned, then also 
respiratory paralysis from mechanical obstruction of the bronchi. 

For the treatment in these cases the sulphate of soda is usually recom¬ 
mended as the best antidote, but its administration must be immediate, and 
it is also important that the acid should be at once neutralized by a base; 
lime, which is almost always at hand, best fills this indication. But to meet 
the indications cited under the above divisions, no remedy presents much 
hope. Even should the individual escape immediate death, the condition of 
the respiratory passages causes grave anxiety, and the gloomy prospect of 
perforation of tbe stomach and stenosis of the oesophagus are equally of serious 
import.— Gazelle hebdomadaire de Jfedecine el de Chirurgie , 1S92, No. 14, p. 159. 

The General and Local Treatment of Tuberculosis by 
Inhalation. 

Dr. I. Xeudorfer, after discussing fairly Prof. Koch’s discoveries and 
arriving at a just estimate of their present failure when measured by the 
requirements of the practical physician, comes to an exemplification of his 
own method. The advantages are: (1) that Its application i3 not limited by 
age, sex, or condition; (2) that a marked improvement is clearly manifest 
after eight to fourteen days’ treatment. Although he does not believe that 
there exists a specific for tuberculosis, yet there arc many remedies that favor 
the cure of this malady, and indeed that it is a curable one, basing this 
opinion upon bacteriological and upon empirical-clinical evidence. The 
remedies upon which reliance must be placed should be not only harmless but 
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beneficial to healthy and diseased lungs; they should he capable of reaching 
the seat of the difficulty and should have an influence in preventing the 
growth and increase of tubercle bacilli, and indeed to destroy them, and also 
to give the organism opportunity to remove them. Believing thai the ideal 
therapeutics of pulmonary tuberculosis consists in the administration of 
remedies by inhalation, he figures an apparatus which allows the remedy to 
be inhaled through the nose, but prevents the mingling of the expired with 
the inspired air. To this apparatus can be attached another for the atomiza¬ 
tion of liquids, or for inhalation of liquids dropped upon cotton, the latter 
being* more particularly intended for anaathetics and analgesics. When 
chloroform is used an automatic dropper is placed in connection with the 
cotton-retainer. As the result of experimentation with a large number of 
substances, he concludes that the number, depth, and rhythm of the respira¬ 
tions should be regulated by the physician—fifty or sixty respirations, at 
one or possibly two daily sittings, interrupted if necessary, which, however, 
should not be more than ten minutes in duration. He recommends several 
formula;, chiefly combinations of creosote, guaiacol, phenocoll, piperazin, 
with ether, chloroform, or bitter almond water.— Wiener Klinik, 1892, Hefte 
4,5. S. 95-174. 

[This is a valuable contribution, almost a monograph, to a subject that 
always excites interest. The argument is logical, the statements temperate, 
and it is well worthy of a careful perusal.—It. W. W.] 

Anesthesia by Cocaine. 

Dr. L. G. Riciielot reviews the discussions of 1891 before the SociGtd de 
Chirurgie, carefully weighing the opinions of Iteclus, Berger, Schwartz, 
Regnier, Moty, and Trelat. Recognizing the advantages, the economy of 
time, absence of vomiting—but stating fairly the great disadvantage, the 
absence of sleep, which permits the patient to know all details—he believes 
that its harmlessness has not been absolutely demonstrated. He uses a 2 per 
cent, solution, twenty-five to thirty grains, believing it to be the best of the 
local ancesthetics, but its harmlessness as compared with chloroform must be 
determined.— L' Union Medicate, 1892, No. 46, p. 545. 

Two Cases of Tetanus Treated by Injections of Antitoxic Blood. 

(Method of Behring and Kitasato.) 

M. L. REXON has observed in the service of Professor Dieulafoy two fatal 
cases of tetanus, but ten days intervening. The injections of defibrinated 
blood of rabbits, rendered immune against tetanus, were made by MM. Vuil¬ 
lard and Roux. In spite of the fact that these cases resulted unfavorably, it 
is believed that this report may render assistance in determining the proper 
dosage. Tizzoni reported his case in August of last year, followed by another 
in November by Nicoladoni, a third by Gagliardi, the fourth by Pacini, all 
being successful; the only fatal case, previous to the present ones, is that of 
Baginsky and Kitasato in January, 1890. Tizzoni believes that rabbit serum 
is more efficacious than that of dogs. The fatal results in these cases are to be 
attributed to the greater gravity of the disease and the longer duration of it 
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before treatment was instituted. Success requires early treatment and large 
doses, although the necessity of applying the remedy at an early date detracts 
much from the value of the treatment. The injections appear to be entirely 
harmless, and to have afforded a prompt, although temporary relief .—• Annates 
tie r'huttint Pasteur, 1892, No. d, p. 231. 

A Case of Chorea Treated by Chloral Hydrate. 

Mr. B. Baskett reports a case of a girl of fourteen years who was suffering 
from rheumatism accompanied with chorea. The attack was her first, aud 
was mainly right-sided. Improvement followed rest and the use of salicylate 
of soda, subsequently Fowler’s solution. Becoming furiously excited, with 
incessant movement, she was cbloralized, the necessary daily amount being 
about one hundred grains, until complete cure resulted.— Lancet , 1S92, No. 
35S0, p. 79G. 


The Treatment of Pleurisy. 

Dr. P. Duroziez ably argues that the treatment of this disease is some¬ 
thing more than the treatment of the exudation; it is the treatment of the 
diseased pleura;. Since pleurisies do not exist alone, often connected with 
bronchitis, or pulmonary accidents, not rarely with abdominal symptoms of 
typhoid character, consequently the treatment must vary according to cir¬ 
cumstances. Of ninety-five cases treated, eleven died; in nine instances 
the necropsy showed evidence of tuberculosis in three cases only, and those 
were of the male sex. These figures do not establish the superiority of any 
treatment above another. Although he believes strongly in antiphlogistic 
treatment, yet bleeding Is not indicated for this generation. In the cases 
cited, nine in number, the treatment was sufficiently varied.— L' Union .Medi¬ 
cate, 1S92, No. G2, p. 733, and No. G3, p. 751. 

Rectal Antiseptic Injections in Epidemic Influenza and in 
Advanced Phthisis with Large Cavities. 

Dr. T. C. Voigt has treated over fifty cases in which he has made use of 
this method. He uses a drachm of pure oil of eucalyptus globulus mixed 
with about an ounce of warm olive oil, administered every two hours. When 
improvement sets in the dose is reduced to one-lialf drachm and the interval 
lengthened. He believes that the antiseptic action of eucalyptus oil is 
efficacious in cutting short the attack of influenza and in preventing altogether 
that nervous prostration and general breakdown which accompany and follow 
the disease, provided, always, that one is called to the case at a sufficiently 
early stage of the illness, and that there is no contra-indication in the state 
of the heart or kidneys.— Lancet, 1892, No. 3S50, p. 793. 


On the Value of Methylene-blue in Malarial Fever. 

Dr. W. S. Thayer, after reading the results of the experiments of Gutt- 
mann and Ehrlich, treated seven patients systematically, and arrived at about 
the same conclusions as Mver. 1. Methylene-blue has a definite action 



MEDICINE. 


215 


against malarial fever, accomplishing its eml by destroying the specific 
organism; but it is materially less efficacious than quinine, failing to accom¬ 
plish its purpose in many cases when quinine acts satisfactorily. 

2. The action appears to be rapid, the chills disappearing and the tempera¬ 
ture, in the remittent cases, falling to normal during the first four or 
five days; but later, however, if a sufficient number of organisms have 
resisted the drug, they appear to develop again directly under its influence, 
causing a return of the symptoms. 

3. Methylene-blue seems to have no advantages over quinine which would 
warrant its further use.— Bulletin of the John* Hopkins Hospital, 1S92, Xo. 22, 
p. 49. 

The following papers are worthy of mention: 

“Local Asphyxia of the Extremities,” by Professor Peter, in Revue <!e 
TherapeutUjuc Generate et Thermale, 1S92, Xo. 4, p. 49. Topical electrical salt- 
bath, the negative pole. 

“ Preventive Inoculation and Bacterio-therapie,” Professor Pott, in 
Therapcutischc Monntshefle, 1-S92, Xo. 1, S. I; Xo. 2, 8. 70. A careful and 
exhaustive review. 

“On the Value of Parenchymatous Salt-water Injections in Acute An- 
teinias,” by Dr. ICoutmanx, in Deutsche vied. W<>chcn*chrift, 1S92, Xo. 
I(i, S. 3o(5. A careful study of the literature. Uses twenty to forty ounces of 
a six-tenths of 1 per cent, solution of table salt, reporting five cases. Believes 
it well adapted to take the place of transfusion, to be simple, and without 
danger. 
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A Variety of Sugar hitherto Xot Observed in Urine. 

Salkowski and Jastrowitz ( Cenlralbl. f. die mcdicin. Wissenscfu, 1S92, 
Xo. 19, p. 337) found, on heating with sodic hydrate and copper sulphate 
the urine of a man, twenty-nine years old, under treatment for morphinism, 
that a precipitate of yellow copper oxyhvdrate was thrown down, while the 
fermentation-test and polarization-tests at times yielded negative results and 
at other times indicated the presence of sugar. The urine, that failed to 



